
English 
The aim of the English Division is not only to conduct outstanding 
research but also to provide students with an excellent English 
language education program in line with the discipline of medical 
humanities and academic and medical English. While devoting 
themselves to English education, each faculty member also engages 
actively in various academic research projects in relation to medical 
humanities and/or language/linguistic studies.  

Professor 
Kaori Sasaki, Ph.D. in Sociology 

Social studies of science and technology, sociology of health and illness, cultural studies, 
medical informatics, community medicine 

Associate Professor  
Kazuhiko Yamaguchi, Ph.D. in Literature 
English linguistics, cognitive linguistics, linguistic typology, teaching English as a foreign language 

Associate Professor  
Gregory Wheeler, M.A. in East Asian Studies (focus – Japanese history) 

1. Kaori Sasaki
Dr. Kaori Sasaki’s research interests lie in: (i)

cultural politics vis-à-vis language and power in 
terms of articulation processes of cultural 
imaginations and representations of science, 
technologies, and medicine; (ii) ”bio-politics” and 
“governmentality” in Foucault’s term as well as 
“gender politics” in Butler’s term, particularly their 
dynamics and socio-historical development; and 
(iii) further consideration of theoretical
frameworks in cultural studies, sociology and
science and technology studies (STS).

The titles of her current major research projects 
are: (1) Bio-politics through usage of electronic 
health records (EHR) in Japan – an attempt for 
STS and sociological analysis on EHR; and (2) 
Research for enhancing secondary usage of 
medical big-data. She has also started an STS 
research project about the current development 
of FemTech vis-à-vis biopolitics and gender-
politics. The highlight of the most recent outcome 
from her previous research projects is her co-
edited book published by Palgrave MacMillan in 
2021: Humans and Devices in Medical Contexts: 

Case Studies from Japan. This volume explores 
the ways in which socio-technical settings in 
medical contexts find varying articulations in a 
specific locale. 

[Section of English leaflet outlining steps 
when visiting a hospital in Japan] 

Her outreach activity is to support the Niseko 
area in Hokkaido, Japan, where rapid growth in 
global tourism has led to a surge in foreign 

Law and Sociology 
1. Conducts research and provides education on
healthcare law, medical ethics (including research
ethics), and patient safety in both undergraduate
and graduate curriculums.
2. Plays the role of legal and ethical consultant on
numerous internal boards: Institutional Review
Board (IRB), Research Ethics Committee, Hospital
Clinical Ethics Committee, Expert Member of the
Gender Identity Disorder Clinic, etc.
3. Engages in the planning and management of the
Japan Legal Philosophy Association as a board
member and serves as a representative of the
Japan Society of Clinical Safety.

Associate Professor 

Toshihiko  HATATE, Ph.D.

1. Basic theory of jurisprudence

a) Basic theory of jurisprudence, with a focus on the

concepts of justice and human rights

b) Relationship between medical ethics and legal

theory: outline of Japanese medical research

guidelines, outline and impact of the Japanese

Clinical Research Act

2. Medical ethics

a) Ethical, legal, and social issues/impacts (ELSI)

of advanced medical technologies (especially

those for organ transplantation) and cancer

genomic medicine

b) Role, mission, and issues of the Institutional

Review Board (IRB) and Research Ethics

Committee, and their infrastructures and platforms

c) Patient and Public Involvement (PPI) in the

context of Japanese medical research

3. Patient safety

a) Basic theory, clinical methods, and education

program (undergraduate) for patient safety

b) History of medical and

pharmaceutical malpractice in Japan
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